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Scalp Level  
Covenant Brethren Church 

270 Hoffman Ave 
Windber PA 15963-2368 

Telephone – (814) 467-8460 
Email – scalplevelcbc@gmail.com 
Website – www.scalplevelcbc.com 

 

Pastor: Mark D. Murchie 
404 Cambria Ave. 

Windber PA 15963 
Cell – (814) 270-7586 

 

Office Hours 
Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri    9 am – noon 

 

Sunday School – 9:15am 
Morning Worship – 10:30am 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
“Linking young and old together to share the gospel and transform the world one 

life at a time.” 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
“Relying on the Holy Spirit to develop mature disciples in a Christ centered 

environment that welcomes and encourages all people to actively participate and 

contribute to the life of the Church.” 

 

CORE VALUES 

1) Biblical Teaching 

- “The Word of God from Genesis to Revelation is our 

foundation and authority.” 

- Matthew 7:24-27; II Timothy 3:16-17 

2) Fervent in Prayer 

- “Prayer is not the last step but our first step.” 

- I Thessalonians 5:17, Luke 5:16 

3) Christlike Service 

- “Following the example of Christ who washed His 

disciples’ feet, we embrace service as our lifestyle.” 

  - John 13:1-17, Luke 10:30-37, Mark 10:45 

4) Authentic Discipleship 

- “Maturing to be like Christ through committed 

relationships and the unity of the Spirit.” 

  - Luke 2:52, Hebrews 10:23-25 

5) Radical Generosity 

- “As God’s stewards, with excellence we give more than 

we take that Christ may be glorified.” 

- Luke 6:38, I Corinthians 10:31, Romans 12:1-8 

6) Faithful Witness 

- “We love and live to show and tell the world the gospel 

of Jesus Christ.” 

- Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 4:19-20 

7) Genuine Fellowship 

- “Value and pursue life together to worship, serve and 

encourage one another as the beloved family of God” 

  - Acts 2:42-47, Ephesians 4:1-6 

 

 Upcoming Sermons: 

Advent Series: “Unwrapping the Names of Jesus” 

12/7 -- "Lord of Lords" 

12/14 -- "The Great High Priest" 

12/21 -- Children's Program 

12/24 -- "The Good Shepherd" 

12/28 – “Alpha & Omega” 

October Offerings 

 

11-2-25  $4,223.00 

11-9-25  $3,125.00 

11-16-25  $1,979.98 

11-23-25  $2,019.51 

11-30-25  $1,506.25 

 

Total   $12,853.74 

Amount needed  

to meet the budget $14,415.35 

 

Difference  ($1,561.61) 

mailto:scalplevelcbc@gmail.com
http://www.scalplevelcbc.com/


PRAYER CONCERNS 
SHORT TERM 

Carol & Gary Caputo 
Connie & daughter 
Barb Dax 
David Druzak 
Margie Fleegal 
Victor Gartrell family 
Angie Geisel 
Don Haddix & Deanne 
Tim Haupt 
Brianna Houser and baby 
Jessica Jacobs and baby 
Joann 
Cheryl Kowalczyk 
Baby Noah Krug 
Nancy Marino 
Ron Maurizio family 
Ed Patsy 
Payton 
Evelyn Phillips 
Darlene Pritt 
Jason Reese 
Alexis Roles family 
Kelley Roles 
Beverly Shaver 
Anna Swartzwelder family 
Carl Weaver 
Ruth Zach 
Ray Zimmerman family 

 

LONG TERM: 
Jocelynn Berkebile 
Pauline Blough 
Ryan Creager 
Gary Caputo 
Wesley Donelson 
Donna Greig 
Larry Hartman 
Donna Johnson 

Tyler Kalp 
Elizabeth Karalfa 
AJ Kniss 
Jean Krug 
Ardyth Laney 
Chester Mickey 
Tammy Plows 
Ansley Stigers 
Cherry Thomas 
Timothy Wade 
Pastor Erica Wellner 
 
MISSION WORK 
 
Andrew Metcalfe,  
Samaritan’s Purse 
 
Rumbavu CBC, Rwanda, Africa 

LONG TERM –CANCER: 
Bryan Custer 
Dale 
Teresa Freeboy 
Jack 
John – Amy Berkey’s uncle 
Joni 
Jim Kormanik 
Donald Hoestine 
Mike 
Delene Pluta 
Diane Podolak 
Bev & Tom Pomroy 
Ryan Pritt 
Debbie Shoemaker 
Susan Simmonds 
Pastor Val 
Tina Yinkey 
 

 
CBC Regional Church prayer 

partner 

Within the region, our prayer 

partner church is Tire Hill CBC. 

 
 

 

  
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

8—Katie Fisher 

9—Audrey Coleman  

10—Lester Brehm 

13—Michelle Decker 

14—Micah Madera, Tarun Pecze 

16—Donna Marva 

18—Ashley Harris  

23—Gayle Denk, John Woodley  

24—Wanda Custer  

25—Evelynn Hassell  

26—Deanna Hoffman  

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

31—Mike & Vicky Hasse 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

2—Max Thacker 

5—Clara Hope Murchie 

11—Austin Podolak, Gayle Donelson 

12—Paul Pritt  

13—Anthony Harris 

15—Gregory Lynn, Lu Ann Deyarmin, Grace Hoffman  

16—Brenda Weaver  

23—Gina Chippie 

28—Thomas Chippie 

30—Margaret Kearns, Jacob Chippie 

31—Elizabeth Karalfa  

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES  

7—Richard & Luanne Stevens  

 



 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ, 

 

 With the Christmas season winding up and the busyness of 

the season approaching, consider this passage when Jesus 

came to visit Martha and Mary: 

 

 “38 As Jesus and His disciples were on their way, He came to a village where a woman named 

Martha opened her home to Him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what He 

said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to Him and asked, 

“Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 
 41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things 

are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

 

 Christmas is busy and life is busy. This passage asks us: am I choosing what is better? It is not wrong to 

serve like Martha and there is a time for that, but in the midst of the busy and all that needs to be done to 

prepare for Christmas, can we make ourselves so busy that we forget to simply spend time with Jesus, listening 

to Him, worshipping Him, and fixing our focus on Him. After all, Christmas is all about Him, right? And yet we 

so easily get caught up in everything else – the lights, the music, the merriment, the traditions, the gifts – that 

we forget the greatest gift of all, Jesus! How can you choose what is better this Christmas? What will that look 

like for your life? What are some things that need to slow down or change for you and your family so that you 

can choose what is better? There are always things that do need to get done, but have we let in some extra 

busyness that squeezes out the time we need to spend with Jesus and seeking His heart, wisdom and presence in 

all things? 

 

 Now it is interesting to note that the passage right before Jesus visits Martha and Mary is Jesus’ teaching 

on the Good Samaritan. In this story, the Priest and Levite pass by the man lying dead on the side of the road 

and do not help him due to various religious obligations and concerns for their own safety. However, the Good 

Samaritan chooses what is better! He stops to help the man, uses all of his resources to do so, and he commits a 

lot of his time to helping this man as he brings him to safety and even risks his own life in the process. So, 

choosing what is better does not mean inactivity. The Good Samaritan took action to save this man in the midst 

of his busyness. He held on to his schedule and activities loosely in order that he could do what was better.  

What opportunities will the Lord put in your path this Christmas to help others in His name? Will you choose 

what is better and act or miss the opportunity? Will you cling to your own activities or be open to what the Lord 

puts in your path as an opportunity to serve with Him? Pray and ask the Lord to open your eyes to see what He 

sees this Christmas so that you can choose what is better! 

 

 I do truly pray that you all have a merry Christmas as we celebrate our Lord and Savior’s birth and the 

reason for which He came: to save us from our sins by dying on the cross and rising again. Join us for both 

Sunday School and Sunday morning worship throughout advent, for Carols and Cookies, for caroling, and for 

our Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion service as these are all opportunities for you and your family to 

sit at the Lord’s feet together, to worship Him as church family, and focus our hearts together on Him this 

Christmas and into the New Year. 

 

   In Christ’s love, Pastor Mark, Ashley & family 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

During this year’s ADVENT season we will be “ Unwrapping the Names of Jesus” using a devotional by 

Asheritah Ciuciu. See Mary lou Berkebile, Katie Walker, or Norma Creager to receive a devotional so together, 

our church family can spiritually prepare for the birth of the Good Shepherd, the Prince of Peace, the Bread of 

Life, the Christ, JESUS!  Different suggested activities will be available weekly to make your Adventure 

preparation extra meaningful. This theme will be carried throughout morning worship, during the Children’ 

Sunday School classes, and Children’s Church.  

CARPOOL CHRISTMAS CAROLING  

Plan NOW to join in spreading music and cheer to others 

on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14.  Meet in the back parking lot at 2:30 as we travel around town.  

We plan to enjoy pizza and fellowship for those who can stay afterwards.  INVITE a friend to join in! 

 

Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child 

Thank you to all who prayed for and packed boxes. We collected a total of 52 boxes from our church family and 

with the extra money we received for the shipping expenses we were able to purchase 30 of the gospel 

curriculum called “The Greatest Journey” which will be used to disciple kids who make a decision for Christ. 

Also, thank you Gayle and Unk for delivering the boxes to Camp Harmony. Thanks again everyone for your 

radical generosity and participation in sharing the gospel!! 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Service 

We will be having our Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service here at the 

church @ 7:30 PM. Come and Worship Christ the new born King with your church family! 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  

 

The CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be held during 

morning worship on Sunday, December 21st. This year’s program is called 

“His Name is Jesus!”.  Come share the joy of Christ’s birth.   

Hope to see you there! 
 



  

Bible Study on Wednesday’s 

We are meeting on Wednesday’s during December from 6:00-7:20 in the library and we are going through the 

Gospel of Luke. All in the church are encouraged to join us. This is open for anyone in the community too. Bring a 

friend as we dig into God's word! 
 

ACTS 29 Youth 

We will be meeting from 6:00-8:00 on Dec. 7th, 14th, and 21st.  Locations TBD. Hope to see you there and friends 

are always welcome! 
 

Wilderness Warriors 

We will be meeting on Dec. 7th from 4:00-5:30 to learn about electricity. On Dec. 21st, we will be having our 

Family Christmas and Award party from 4:00-5:30 here at the church. Contact Pastor Mark if you need more 

information and would like your son or grandson to be a part of this. 

Christmas Post Office 

Christmas cards addressed (only name needed) to active members of our church 

family and residents of Windber Woods will be accepted on Sunday, December 

7th and Sunday, December 14th.  Cards and monetary donations can be placed in 

the designated boxes in the foyer.  No cards will be accepted after December 14th. 

Cards will be available for church family members to PICK UP ON SUNDAY, 

DECEMBER 21st. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  If there is a church family member that is not 

attending worship on a regular basis or someone is not in worship on Sunday, 

December 21st, please pick up those cards as well and help us deliver them.  Your 

help is GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

This year’s donations will be for the Windber Food Pantry. 

Thanks and God Bless!  
 

Bella Gift Cards 

Bella gift cards are available to purchase as  
a United Churches fundraiser.  
Please contact Mary Lou Berkebile (814-467-5206)  
or Pastor Mark Murchie (814-467-8460)  
to purchase a gift card. 

 

ECMen Breakfast -- 12/24, 7:00am here  

All men are invited to join the Everyday Christian Men for their Christmas Eve Breakfast at 7:00 here at our 

church. There is no cost but all donations will be going to a local family in need. Come join us men for this time of 

fellowship and encouragement in Christ!  

If you plan to attend, please register at https://ecmen.org/event/christmas-eve-breakfast-2/  
 

https://ecmen.org/event/christmas-eve-breakfast-2/


  



 

SCALP LEVEL COVENANT BRETHREN CHURCH 

CHURCH BOARD 

 

November 17, 2025 

The Church Board met at 8:00 p.m. on November 17, 2025.  The following members were present:  

Zach Denk, Norma Creager, Katie Walker, Linda Walker, Mary Lou Berkebile, Amy O’Hara, Dave 

Oatman, Gayle Donelson, Scott Denk, Lionel Berkebile, Denny Hoffman and Pastor Mark. 

 

Absent:  Max Thacker 

 

Zach Denk called the meeting to order and Pastor Mark led us in prayer. 

 

Minutes from the October 20, 2025 meeting were approved as printed. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Received the October Summary Report by Month and the 2025 Budget 

Report to date. 

 

NURTURE COMMISSION:  Norma Creager 

1. List of Sunday School officers and positions has been updated and will be given to Chuck for 

in the 2026 Directory. 

2. Patrick & Grace Hoffman have agreed to coordinate our church Christmas decorating which 

will be on Monday, November 24th at 7:00. 

3. The Denk family will coordinate our Christmas Card Post Office.  This year’s donations will 

be given to the Windber Food Pantry.  More information will be in the bulletin. 

4. Emily Hoffman will be leading the Children’s Christmas program “His Name Is Jesus” which 

will be presented on Sunday, December 21st 

5. Carpool Christmas caroling will be held on Sunday, December 14th meeting at the church at 

2:30.  Following caroling, those that are able will share in a pizza fellowship.  

6. Zach & Beth Denk family will set up the poinsettias.  Order forms will be in the bulletin. 

7. Ideas for 2026 were discussed and monthly lists were reviewed and created to help the 

Commission moving forward. 

8. The Commission welcomes Linda Walker and gives thanks for her agreeing to serve.  

9. Please encourage and pray for our college student of the month, Joe Denk.  

10. Everyone is encouraged to act on the November Kindness Challenge as well as signing up 

for and participating in the home Advent devotional, “Unwrapping the Names of Jesus”. 

11. 53 attended the Soup & Sandwich Luncheon on November 2nd .  The cost for the food that 

was purchased was $203.22.  Received $143.00 in offerings.  Thank you to everyone who 

helped in any way.  

 

12. THANK YOU:   

• To everyone who has agreed to fill 2026 Sunday School positions 

• To everyone who is helping with Advent and Christmas programing 

• To Pastor Mark and the children for the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox 

presentation and blessing. 

 



WITNESS COMMISSION:  Dave Oatman 

1. Discussed options for Praise in the Park.  Will continue to be discussing this matter. 

2. Guidelines for the Social Media Coordinator have been drafted and will be forwarded to the 

Executive Committee.  A form will be prepared for completion by parents who do not want 

pictures of their 18 year old children and younger to appear on social media. 

3. Bring a Friend Sunday went well.  There were about 10 “new faces”. 

4. Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes are ready to be delivered to Camp Harmony. 

5. Amy O’Hara met with the Windber Elementary school. Our church will provide for a needy 

family with 4 children. Amy will do the shopping and money will be taken from the Witness 

Commission budget. 

6. Hygiene kits have not yet been put together. 

7. An announcement will be put in the bulletin regarding the Windber Woods Gnome Giving 

Tree. 

 

STEWARDS COMMISSION:  Scott Denk 

1. Damian has replaced the cordless microphone which was not working.  He also recommends 

that after Christmas we have the soundboard upstairs professionally cleaned.  

2. Scott will reach out to the head of the maintenance department at Windber Woods 

regarding our request for them to reroute their sewer line so that we can update the 

sidewalk on the Pine Street side of the church.  

3. The heating coil in the parsonage dishwasher needs replaced.  Pastor Mark has ordered the 

part and will replace it himself. 

4. The remote for the large tv in the sanctuary isn’t working – a new one will be ordered. 

5. Worked on revising the Fellowship Hall Rental Agreement, copy attached.  The following will 

be added to #1 “All events must be in conformity with the church’s’ Constitution, By-Laws 

and Statement of Faith.  A motion was made, second and carried to approve the Guidelines.   

 

DEACON REPORT:  Denny Hoffman 

1. Looking forward to Christmas Eve Candlelight Service which will begin at 7:30. 

 

 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Mark 

1. Men’s Bible Study is going well and will be finishing up tomorrow.  

2. Will be finishing up the book of Luke this week with the Bible Study group.  

3. Liam is doing a good job with the youth and it is going well. 

4. Wilderness Warriors is going well.  Many from our church are participating.  

5. Thank you to the church and the organizers for the “Leaf Tree” that was a real blessing to 

Pastor Mark and his family. 

6. Thank you to the Nurture Commission for planning and hosting the fellowship meal 

following Congregational Business Meeting. 

7. Thank you to the Witness Commission for planning “Bring A Friend Sunday”. 

8. Thank you to Katie Walker for posting church events/news on our FaceBook page.  

 

October Statistics:  18 Visits (home, or hospital etc.) 
4 Communion 
1 Love Feast 
11 Bible Studies (taught or attended) 



4 Taught Sunday School 
3 Youth Group Meeting/Event 
3 Church meetings/event 
1 CBC Region Three Board Meeting 
1 CBC Regional Annual Meeting 
5 FCA 
2 Community Events 
1  Ministerium 
2 Wilderness Warriors 
1 Men’s Breakfast 
Numerous calls, text messages and emails 

 

A motion was made, seconded and carried to approve the reports 

 

Viewed a RightNowMedia video  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. A motion came from the Executive Committee to donate $,1500.00 to Mike Hojancki, FCA 

State Director’s Fundraising Campaign.   The motion was seconded and approved.  

2. Praise in the Park pavilion needs to be rented in February if the church is sponsoring the 

event next summer.  Looking at getting financial support from other churches and outside 

groups.  Will do this before renting the pavilion.  

3. Need another person to serve on the Nurture Commission.  Will put an announcement in 

the bulletin and a “plea” during worship. 

4. Discussed the new meeting set up for 2026 – a schedule was handed out and is attached. 

 

FEBRUARY MEETING will be held on Monday, 16, 2026. 

 

Closing prayer by Denny. 

 

Meeting Adjourned. 

 

Submitted by:  Deanna Hoffman, Church Clerk 
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